It’s Easy to Be

Prolife

Critical thinking allows people to form
opinions on issues facing us today. When
you respond to arguments in favor of
abortion using simple facts and clear logic,
you can help people think critically about
this difficult issue.

Matter of Individual Choice

Pro-Choice: Abortion is a matter of individual
choice because no one can say with certainty
when a fetus becomes a person.

Prolife: Basing support for abortion on a vague
notion of “personhood” avoids the facts. This

life and death issue doesn’t have to be decided
using religious, moral or philosophical arguments;
there are also inarguable scientific facts. Because
science proves human life begins at fertilization,
abortion ends a human life and is clearly a
violation of basic human rights.

Abortion is a Women’s Issue

Pro-Choice: Men can’t have an opinion about
abortion because they can’t get pregnant.

Prolife: Every abortion involves the participation
of a man somehow. About half of abortions are
performed on male children. Men'’s participation
can range from coercing women into having
abortions, to experiencing post-abortive trauma
when their child’s life is taken. Abortion is an
issue of human rights; is there any human rights
issue where only one group of people is allowed
to hold an opinion? If you believe every human
being has value and deserves legal protection,
you have a moral obligation to speak out in favor
of that, no matter who you are.

It’'s My Body

Pro-Choice: Every woman has the right to control
her own body and make her own reproductive
choices. A fetus is a part of a woman'’s body
because it is dependent on her for survival in the
womb.

Prolife: This argument fails to recognize the
scientific reality that a pregnant woman has
already reproduced and that the child growing
inside of her is not part of her body but a
completely different human being with a different
body and DNA. The baby has his/her own blood
type, heart, brain and may have different colored
eyes, hair and complexion. From the moment of
fertilization a new, unique human being is present.
The word conceive is actually a synonym for the
word produce. Besides, even after birth, we are all
dependent on others for many years.

It’s a Personal Matter

Pro-Choice: The government shouldn't interfere in
this highly personal issue.

Prolife: As Thomas Jefferson, one of our founding
fathers, wrote: “The care of human life and
happiness, and not their destruction, is the first
and only object of government.” (continued)
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In modern society, it is naive to suggest that
government can be absent from this debate on
the protection of human life. Laws regulate areas
much less fundamental than the right to life. The
real issue is whether the government will fulfill its
responsibility to protect and preserve innocent
human life or continue to allow this most basic
right to be denied.

Risking Women’s Health

Pro-Choice: Statistics show abortion is safer than
carrying a child full term. Women shouldn't be
forced to risk their lives and health if they don’t
want to.

Prolife: Abortion advocates claim that abortion is
11 times safer than carrying a pregnancy to term.
Even if we accept these statistics, they don't
prove very much. If a woman has an abortion, she
has a 99.9994% chance of survival, compared

to a 99.9943% chance if a woman carried her
pregnancy to term. It should also be pointed

out that abortion related deaths are commonly
underreported or reported under different
“causes”. Pregnancy-related deaths are often
recorded for the whole nine months of pregnancy,
including deaths that might have nothing to do
with the pregnancy, such as car accidents.

Personally Opposed to Abortion

Pro-Choice: | personally oppose abortion, would
never personally have an abortion and will work
to lessen the number of abortions, but | think
abortion should stay legal.

Prolife: Why are you personally opposed to
abortion? Why would you never have an abortion?
Why do you want there to be less abortions? The
only reason to be personally opposed to abortion
is because abortion intentionally takes the life of
an innocent human being. If you believe abortion
kills children do you really think killing children
should remain legal? If abortion doesn’t take the
life of an innocent human being, why should there
be less abortions?
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Back Alley Dangerous Abortions

Pro-Choice: If safe and legal abortions are not
available, women will be driven back to the days
of dangerous back-alley abortions, resulting in
needless injury and even death.

Prolife: According to the Centers for Disease
Control, in 1972, the year before abortion was
made legal throughout the country, 39 women
died from illegal abortions while 24 women died
from legal abortions. In a 1960 American Journal
of Health article, Planned Parenthood’s then-
medical director, Mary Calderone, concluded that
“90% of all illegal abortions are presently done by
physicians.”

Only Used in Cases of Rape/Incest

Pro-Choice: Abortion is used only as a last resort
and is frequently used in cases of rape, incest or
danger to the mother’s life. Women must have
the right to abortion because of these widespread
problems.

Prolife: The truth is that abortion has become

a widely used method of birth control in this
country. Nearly half of all abortions are repeat
abortions. Since 1973, more than 59 million
abortions have been performed in the United
States. About 1 percent of these were performed
for reasons of rape and incest. Rape and incest
are horrific crimes, however, abortion doesn’t
undo the harm that has been caused. All unborn
children, regardless of how they were conceived,
are living human beings who deserve to be
protected. The unborn child is the second victim
of the crime and shouldn't be treated as if she
was the attacker.

“Abortion ends a human life
and is a violation of basic
human rights.”
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