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SLIDE 2 Right to Life of Michigan is the unifying body for local affiliates throughout 
our state, allowing members of the prolife movement in Michigan to speak 
with one voice on prolife issues.

This is the Right to Life of Michigan mission statement: Right to Life of 
Michigan is a nonpartisan, nonsectarian, nonprofit organization of diverse 
and caring people united to:

(Click) protect the precious gift of human life from fertilization to natural death. 

(Click) We strive to achieve the passage and ratification of a Human Life 
Amendment, 

(Click) to educate people on identified Right to Life issues, to motivate them 
to action, 

(Click) to encourage community support and the participation in programs 
and legislation that foster respect and protection for human life 

(Click) and to promote and support prolife candidates. 

(Click) We work on the behalf of defenseless or vulnerable human beings, 
born and unborn, within our identified life issues of abortion, infanticide, 
euthanasia and assisted suicide.
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SLIDE 4 The mission and story of Right to Life begins and ends with relationships. 
Relationships bring together the generations of human society, and Right to 
Life of Michigan focuses on issues that seek to destroy these ties: abortion, 
infanticide, and euthanasia. Sadly, many in our society have accepted the 
idea that some human beings are burdens or disposable. Without the prolife 
movement, there is no strong voice advocating for these vulnerable lives.

How is that voice sustained? Right to Life of Michigan’s work is like a 
three-legged stool. Each leg is necessary to achieve the mission of every 
human life protected in law. We educate citizens so that they support the 
prolife cause and support prolife candidates. We need prolife candidates 
to support laws to protect the vulnerable and provide a voice for the 
voiceless in the halls of power.

The Story of Right to Life is in many ways a tragedy. Every day real lives 
are at stake, and not just unborn children. Abortion has touched all of us 
and impacted almost every facet of society. Just because we escaped the 
abortionist at the beginning of life doesn’t make us safe from the culture 
of death. We were all weak once, and we will all be weak again.

Without Right to Life of Michigan, there would have been far more tragedies. 
The strength of Right to Life of Michigan lies in the ability to change hearts 
and minds in local communities. Local prolife affiliates do a variety of work 
to raise awareness about prolife issues in their community. Their work is 
behind every prolife victory in the last 50 years in our state.

The Story of Right to Life of Michigan began in 1967, when abortion 
supporters began challenging Michigan’s law protecting all unborn 
children. That law has been with Michigan since almost the beginning of 
our statehood. Efforts to weaken the law failed in Michigan’s Legislature. 

In 1972, abortion supporters used a new strategy: taking the issue of 
abortion directly to the people by placing legislation on the ballot. 
Prolife individuals and small groups throughout the state banded together 
to form the Voice of the Unborn to protect children in the womb.

This coalition succeeded. The Voice of the Unborn was proven to be the 
voice of the people of Michigan at the ballot box. Michigan citizens voted to 
keep Michigan’s law banning all abortion except to save the life of the mother.
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SLIDE 11 Then, just a few weeks later, everything changed. On January 22, 1973, seven 
of the nine justices on the United States Supreme Court disregarded legal 
standards, biological evidence, and ethical traditions to strike down the 
abortion laws in all 50 states. They abandoned their proper role, declaring 
they are in charge of abortion laws; not the Constitution, not elected officials, 
and certainly not the voters.

The practical effect of their decisions in Roe v. Wade and Doe v. Bolton 
made abortion-on-demand at every stage of pregnancy legal throughout our 
country. The consequences of their decisions are horrific. Nearly 1 million 
unborn children are killed every year by abortion. Thousands of women are 
wounded physically, spiritually and/or emotionally.

The Supreme Court thought the issue of abortion would go away, since they 
had spoken. But the Right to Life is an unalienable right that no judge can 
ever take away. Undaunted by judicial tyranny, the prolife movement in 
Michigan accepted the challenge of restoring the voice of the people and 
our law protecting unborn children. The Voice of the Unborn became 
Michigan Citizens for Life, and after a name change in 1979 became Right to 
Life of Michigan.

The foundation of the prolife movement in Michigan continues to be 
grassroots affiliates and prolife volunteers working in their communities. 
Though our prolife mission remains to be fully achieved, many successes 
have helped save lives and push back against the culture of death. 
Let’s revisit just some of those successes.

The first major success was ending tax-funded abortions in Michigan. 
Forcing people to pay for abortions against their will is wrong, 
and tax-funding of abortion dramatically increases abortion rates.

Because Michigan did not have a prolife governor in 1987, grassroots 
affiliates set out to collect hundreds of thousands of petition signatures to 
initiate legislation to end tax-funded abortions in our state. They were 
successful. 
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SLIDE 17 Abortion supporters countered it by gathering their own 
signatures to place the law on the ballot in 1988. Once again, the voice of 
the people was heard, and Michigan voters supported ending abortions.

Throughout the 1990s, Right to Life of Michigan fought the efforts of Jack 
Kevorkian and his allies to legalize assisted suicide in Michigan. Their efforts 
culminated in a 1998 ballot proposal that was overwhelmingly defeated by a 
prolife coalition led by Right to Life of Michigan.

A year later, Jack Kevorkian—known as Dr. Death—was finally brought to 
justice for the lives he ended and the despair he sadly encouraged. 
His popularity and media presence remain a sad indicator of how many 
major American institutions are committed to the culture of death.

Michigan was the first state in the nation to pass a partial-birth abortion ban. 
This law has done so much to educate people about the violent nature of 
abortion. It’s also a shining example of prolife persistence. The 1996 law was 
struck down in court. A similar law was passed in 1999 and also struck down. 
In 2004, Right to Life of Michigan led another successful petition drive effort, 
but a court struck down that law too. Finally, in 2011, the fourth law enacted to 
ban this barbaric procedure succeeded.

Legal protections rely on citizens to support them. Since 1981, Right to Life 
of Michigan has pioneered the use of major media advertising to bypass a 
biased news media and bring prolife messages directly to the people. These 
ads have educated, inspired, and counseled women and men facing difficult 
choices. In a truly rare occurrence, Right to Life of Michigan was blessed to 
feature Mother Teresa in an ad campaign. Many of these ads have been used 
by prolife organizations in other states. Here’s just one example.

(Play Video)

Powerful messages must be backed with good facts. Right to Life of Michigan 
has dozens of resources and outreaches to provide people with free 
educational materials. These resources are utilized nationally and 
internationally. You can find all these materials on the Right to Life of Michigan 
website, RTL.org.
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It’s not enough to educate women and tell them you care; the prolife 
movement shows it as well. Organizations and individuals across the state are 
devoted to helping women and men facing crisis pregnancies. Right to Life 
of Michigan protects these efforts from legislative attacks by Planned 
Parenthood and helps connect women with these help organizations. 
Right to Life of Michigan particularly focuses on Metro Detroit, where the 
need for crisis pregnancy help is the greatest.

We protect the next generation because they are our future. Right to Life of 
Michigan seeks to cultivate prolife youth as the next generation of grassroots 
leaders. Right to Life of Michigan has several youth programs on the state 
level and many local affiliates work directly with youth. Right to Life of 
Michigan also assists with prolife student clubs on high school and college 
campuses.

The prolife movement begins and ends with relationships. What is your 
relationship to this noble cause? How can you help overcome a culture of 
death in your community and your own spheres of influence? Join your local 
affiliate and become a part of the story of Right to Life. For information on how 
you can get involved, visit the Right to Life of Michigan website at RTL.org.
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